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Course Objectives 


This course is designed as an introductory course to the physical realities of patient care and to the way in which medical humanities illuminate understanding of the practice of medicine. The patient care portion of the course will orient students to the fundamentals of the clinical patient encounter. This portion will include a broad, general overview of the art of history taking and the physical exam. To parallel our discussions on the clinical patient encounter, we will have discussions on various aspects of the medical humanities, including the history of medicine, literature and medicine, medical ethics, movies, and arts and medicine.  We will use these humanities to gain increased perspective on and understanding of the doctor-patient relationship, the art of listening, visual observation, ethical principles, and more.  Throughout this course students will critically reflect on discussion topics, and develop a greater understanding of their individual values, beliefs, and attitudes.  The specific course objectives are outlines below:

Patient Care

1. Develop a basic understanding of the art of history taking and patient interviewing skills. This process includes learning about the various parts of a complete history including a past medical history, social history, and family history. 

2. Learn about the various instruments and tools used to help evaluate patients during a clinical exam. Learn about each instrument and understand its use in the clinical setting.

3. Learn about the essentials of examining a patient during a physical exam. This includes a focus on basic skills or observation, palpation, and listening. 

4. Practice interviewing and examining patients in a learning environment with standardized patients and in an actual clinical setting. 

5. Reflect on patient encounters and experiences. 

Medical Humanities 

1. Using history, movies, and literature, students will learn about the patient-physician relationship, and how it has developed over time.

2. Develop the practice of listening when interviewing and examining patients and learn how listening- to patients, to families, and to music can help improve skills and promote healing.  

3. Learn about visual observation when interviewing and examining patients and how the arts, anthropology and natural history studies can develop and hone visual acuity, diagnostic skills, and reduce physician error.  

4. Use the humanities, including history, art, movies, and literature to understand the implications of substance abuse in the life of a patient and his/her family. Understand the stigma associated with substance abuse and reflect on the topic.

5. Use studies in the history of medicine to see how medicine and scientific research can steps outside the bounds of scientific objectivity to reflect the biases and prejudices of researchers and the larger society. 

6. Develop a basic understanding of medical ethics concepts. 

7. Learn about how medicine is portrayed in the media and the implications that this has on the practice of medicine and the public image of the medical profession. 

Required Readings- books to be purchased/acquired-
The following books are required reading:

Rothenberg, Laura.  Breathing for a Living.

Young, Audrey. What Patients Taught Me. 

Gould, Stephen Jay. Mismeasure of Man. (excerpts)
Tolstoy, Leo. The Death of Ivan Ilych. 

Weekly Curriculum 
This course will meet for 14 sessions, once a week throughout the semester.  Barring holidays, it will meet once a week for two hours on Thursday afternoons). The two hour class period will combine sessions . Additionally there will be out of class meetings at Equal Access Clinic, museums/theater (when appropriate), AA meetings, etc. 

Week 1

Discussion 1 (Thursday, August 27, 2015): Introduction/The Basic History and the Patient Perspective
This session is designed to give students an overview of the course. The session will focus on the values and concepts covered in this course and how they integrate into the medical curriculum and will include a review of the course schedule and expectations.  In addition, we will review the essence of obtaining a basic history from a patient and bring up the concept of patient centered interviewing. Students will be introduced to the concept of the history of present illness (HPI) and will learn the key questions to ask when interviewing a patient, including a special question to ask every patient.  
Key to establishing a good relationship with the patient is developing an understanding of the patient as a person- seeing beyond the disease to seeing the whole person.  Sometimes this transition can be challenging and many issues- time, patient appearance, attitude, whether they generate some reaction because of innate stereotypes, and others- can be a barrier to seeing the person.  Sometimes, if the physician cannot make that transition, cannot also understand the patient’s circumstances, then effective treatment is impossible. This session will focus on capturing that HPI- and then seeing beyond it.  

Please read the essay at 
http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2008/12000/My_Most_Famous_Patient.29.aspx 
We will watch some student-made videos of experiences of patients with chronic illness, discuss experiences that medical students may have had with that transition, and end the session with some role playing exercises, including a Medical Readers Theater reading and discussion.  We also will talk about the value of narrative, of knowing the patient's story, as a means of better diagnosing the patient and providing better treatment.
Recommended, optional activity: August 28 Trip to the Hippodrome to see the movie “The Tribe.” 
Week 2

Discussion (Thursday September 3, 2015): The Doctor-Patient Relationship and vital signs

This session is designed to continue the discussion of history taking and basic exams.


During this session, students will learn about the essentials of obtaining a complete medical history from the patient. We will review the essentials of the past medical history, family history, and social history. We will review the importance of obtaining a medication list with allergies and drug adverse reactions. We will also review the importance of obtaining a thorough review of systems. We will end the discussion with a brief review of the birth history and gestational history in the setting of pediatrics and obstetrics, respectively. The goal is that students understand and learn the general template used in obtaining the patient’s history.  
This site offers sample videos on different types of interviews:

https://videos.med.wisc.edu/events/66 

We also will touch on the therapeutic value of story telling in understanding patients, valuing their experience, and promoting their return to health and also consider the importance of storytelling for learning and remembering.  Please consider the following articles: 
http://themoderatevoice.com/139589/neuroscience-explains-why-its-easier-to-remember-more-than-less/ 

http://lifehacker.com/5965703/the-science-of-storytelling-why-telling-a-story-is-the-most-powerful-way-to-activate-our-brains 

http://www.aft.org/periodical/american-educator/summer-2004/ask-cognitive-scientist 

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/lifelonglearning/early-childhood/learning-growing/ 

http://www.scilearn.com/blog/using-stories-to-teach 

During this session, we will examine the art of listening, to the patient and really obtaining the story behind the story, through discussion of the book 

 “A Memoir: Breathing for a Living” – Laura Rothenberg 

You can check out the following radio interviews with Laura Rothenberg at the following websites. We will be discussing these items in class as well.
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=119920
http://www.radiodiaries.org/laura.html 


Also check out http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/HomePage/Faculty/Pennebaker/Reprints/Pennebaker&Chung_FriedmanChapter.pdf
And through a session that teaches how to use the stethoscope and listen to heart, lung, and bowel sounds.  For an introduction to heart and lung sounds, check out:

http://www.practicalclinicalskills.com/ 
Week 3
Discussion (Thursday, September 10, 2015): The Art and Healing of Listening

During this session, we will focus on the importance of listening. This skill is a learned art that must be practiced in order to be perfected. Prior to the session students will watch the movies, “A Wayfarer’s Journey: Listening to Mahler,” and “Sierra Leone Refugee Allstars,” which will be discussed during the session. Students should pay particular attention to the art of listening as it pertains to the field of medicine as well as the role that music can play in providing emotional expression and potentially healing.  

In addition, students will be asked to read the following article prior to the class session for discussion on the history of the stethoscope:

“Rene Theophile Hyachinthe Laennac (1781-1826): The Man Behind the 

Stethoscope” – Ariel Roguin http://www.clinmedres.org/cgi/content/full/4/3/230 
More sources and readings:

Wayfarer's Journey-
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1008062/plotsummary
https://www.aptv.org/Schedule/showinfo.asp?ID=119560&NOLA1=WAYJ
Musicophilia by Oliver Sacks

NPR article (Oliver Sacks): http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16110162 

Music of the Heart- http://polymer.bu.edu/music/ 

NPR article on music and healing for physicians- http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4167265 

Research links between music and healing-

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/20/health/20prof.html?ei=5124&en=cd0000367611eadf&ex=1368936000&adxnnl=1&partner=facebook&exprod=facebook&adxnnlx=1211393460-bZERVJ+uHTBAd5n+PbYvQg
 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/98607.php
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/22/health/22stro.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
 
Music and the brain- mental music-
http://www.the-scientist.com/news/display/54510/ 
 
Week 4 

Discussion (Thursday September 17, 2015): Physical differences

 This session will discuss physical differences and the way that individuals adapt to living with physical differences.  We will discuss the film Murderball.  We also will watch in class and discuss an oral history interview about polio and living with resultant disabilities.  Please look over the following websites for poems and discussions on living with disabilities- http://www.disabled-world.com/communication/poetry/  and http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/article/249160 
Week 5
Discussion (Thursday September 24, 2015):  Medicine and Media and The essence of the Physical exam
During this session, students will be introduced to more basic concepts and techniques of the physical exam. We will review the key steps of any physical exam including: observation, palpation, and listening. There are numerous physical exams pertaining to each of the unique systems in the body. We will continue to focus primarily on the cardiac and lung exam, and then move to concepts for examining other parts of the body. Students are encouraged to review the essentials of other physical exams including the abdominal, musculoskeletal, and head/neck exam outside of class. Students should review the following website prior to class: 


http://medinfo.ufl.edu/other/opeta/index.html  

We will discuss how movies and TV portray medicine and medical practice. After this introductory discussion, we will introduce students to the Media and Medicine Term Project. After reviewing the directions for the project, students from the prior years will present their projects and students will have the opportunity to ask questions about the project.

 “What Patients Taught Me” – Audrey Young 


This session also will continue discussion of the essence of the doctor-patient relationship and its therapeutic role in the practice of medicine. We will review the development of the physician-patient relationship in the 19th and 20th centuries and examine the impact of scientific medicine on physician-patient interactions, and discuss how telling the story of one’s illness can positively affect health. 

Week 6
Discussion (Thursday, October 1, 2015) Putting it into Practice and breaking bad news


At this point in the course, we will have reviewed the basics skills of history taking and performing a physical exam. In addition, by this time, each student should have had the opportunity to volunteer once at the Equal Access Clinic. For this session, students will reflect on what they learned.  This session will focus on the new skill of learning to break bad news to patients. 

Read these web sites for examples of the rubric used for breaking bad news- http://theoncologist.alphamedpress.org/content/5/4/302.full & http://www.aafp.org/afp/2001/1215/p1975.html 
Week 7 

Discussion (Thursday October 8, 2015): The Art of Observation


This discussion will focus on the art of visual observation. The first part of the discussion- on the role of visual observation in clinical medicine- will be led by a guest lecturer.

Please read this essay prior to class- http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2010/10000/2010_Humanism_in_Medicine_Essay_Contest__Third.23.aspx  and be prepared to discuss and to apply the process when we visit the museum of art.
The second part will look at illness and health at a different level of organization, investigating the art of microscopy- we will look at microscope slides and discuss how visual observation is important in different areas of medicine.  We also will examine how images viewed through the microscope can be the inspiration for art pieces and photographs.
Please review these sites prior to class:

http://library.med.utah.edu/WebPath/GENERAL.html 
http://kimberlyfitzgerald.artistportfolio.net/ 

During the third part of the discussion, we will compare and contrast two paintings by Philadelphia painter, Thomas Eakins, “The Gross Clinic” and “The Agnew Clinic.” Students will explore these two paintings and we will review the historical environment at the time both paintings were created. 
Observations and accuracy- seeing what you want to see…

We will end the session with a discussion revolving around excerpts from “The Mismeasure of Man” – Stephen Jay Gould that illustrate how received wisdom can overwhelm and subvert the accuracy of observations and we will focus on how to train the eye to see more accurately. 

Trip to Harn Museum of Art in the evening

Week 8 
Discussion (Thursday, October 15, 2015): Death and dying
During the second half of the session, we will discuss the reading- The Death of Ivan Ilych by Leo Tolstoy, and the movie The Sea Inside.
We also will consider how attitudes toward death have changed over time- please watch the documentary http://video.pbs.org/video/2280706814/ to see how events can affect how a society views death.  
Week 9

Discussion (Thursday October 22, 2015): Mental disabilities

This session will review how ideas about and attitudes toward particular illnesses change over time, and how the experience of being ill varies from culture to culture and from era to era.  Certain illnesses, because of the way they manifest- mental illness in different behaviors- or because of the way they are transmitted- STDs- are far more likely to carry a stigma or to be misunderstood, resulting in poor treatment or lack of attention to prevention. 

During this session, we will focus on the social implications and issues revolving around certain diseases, particularly mental illness and substance abuse. Prior to the session, students will watch the following movies: “One Flew Over Cuckoo’s Nest” and “Girl, Interrupted.” The session will focus on discussing how illness, patients and healthcare establishments are portrayed in these films, in addition to the social issues that influence this depiction. We will also review how these films drew attention to the problems in the mental healthcare establishment.

Week 10

Discussion (Thursday October 29, 2015): International Health
We also will discuss how views of illness are culturally constructed and vary widely within and between cultures, and will discuss the topic of international health and how to understand the practice of medicine internationally.  For this portion of the course we will discuss the movie Motherland Afghanistan.
Week 11 

Discussion (Thursday November 5, 2015): Communication challenges, the difficult patient, overcoming negative reactions and seeing the person!

This session will discuss issues and challenges related to conducting patient interviews and exams with disabled patients, patients who do not speak the interviewer’s language, and patients who ideas about illness may differ significantly because of cultural differences.

1. Anatole Broyard piece (will hand out)

Week 12

Discussion (Thursday November 12, 2015): Illness and Stigma: the history of HIV/AIDS

We will discuss how attitudes toward certain illnesses may be determined by the population in which they first appeared, as well as how they are transmitted, by examining the history of HIV/AIDS in the US and globally.  In addition, we will briefly review the biomedical ethical consensus and how that shapes medical practice.  We will ask students to bring in ethical cases in the media that they noticed over the course of the semester.


During this session we also will focus on the question of objectivity, fear, discrimination, and new disease. The discussion will revolve around excerpts from the movie “Yesterday.” We also will watch and discuss excerpts from the movie “The Band Played On.” We will discuss the objectivity of Gallo’s research and the pressures that drove Gallo and other AIDS researchers to identify the virus.  The discussion will also touch on the social perceptions of sexually transmitted diseases and who these perceptions affect research funding, treatment, and other forms of societal support. Lastly, we will briefly discuss the play “Patient A” – Lee Blessing. Students should review the following website prior to the discussion: http://theater2.nytimes.com/mem/theater/treview.html?res=9F0CE5DE153FF932A15752C1A965958260. 

Week 13 

Discussion (Thursday, November 19, 2015): Bias, Health care disparities and cultural competence

1. Please watch the films “Something the Lord Made” and “Miss Evers” prior to class.

2. This session will examine the barriers that exist and that affect the ability of patients to receive adequate health care and to pay for the treatment options they are given.  In particular, the session will look at ways in which bias can limit opportunities to receive health care or to receive training to become health care professionals.  The discussion will focus on the movie, “Something the Lord Made” and will conclude with an examination of the Tuskegee syphilis experiment and the film “Miss Evers Boys.”  
 
Week 14

Discussion (Thursday December 3, 2015)

Media and Medicine Term Project Presentations


During this session of the course, each student will present their Media and Medicine Term Projects to the group. We will provide closing remarks to the discussion of the role of media and its influences in the practice of clinical medicine. We will discuss key concepts addressed in the course and major teaching points that were emphasized. 
Pre-Discussion Assignments  

The following is a condensed listing of all assignments that must be completed prior to each class discussion, with some discussion/thought questions to help focus reading.   

Week 1 

Discussion (Thursday, August 27, 2015): Introduction/The Basic History and the Patient Perspective
1. Read the essay at this site: 

      http://www.humanism-in-medicine.org/intros/2nd_Place_Khera.pdf
Week 2 

Discussion (Thursday September 3, 2014): The Doctor Patient Relationship and Vital Signs
Check out these websites:

http://themoderatevoice.com/139589/neuroscience-explains-why-its-easier-to-remember-more-than-less/ 

http://lifehacker.com/5965703/the-science-of-storytelling-why-telling-a-story-is-the-most-powerful-way-to-activate-our-brains 

http://www.aft.org/periodical/american-educator/summer-2004/ask-cognitive-scientist 

http://education.jhu.edu/PD/newhorizons/lifelonglearning/early-childhood/learning-growing/ 

http://www.scilearn.com/blog/using-stories-to-teach 

Read: 

 “A Memoir: Breathing for a Living” – Laura Rothenberg 

Also, the following radio interviews  
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=119920
http://www.radiodiaries.org/laura.html 


Also check out: http://homepage.psy.utexas.edu/HomePage/Faculty/Pennebaker/Reprints/Pennebaker&Chung_FriedmanChapter.pdf
 For an introduction to heart and lung sounds, check out:

http://www.practicalclinicalskills.com/ 

For samples on how to interview patients, there are videos on this site- https://videos.med.wisc.edu/events/66 

Week 3 
Discussion (Thursday, September 10, 2015): The Art and healing of Listening

1.Watch the DVD- “A Wayfarer’s Journey: Listening to Mahler” and “The Sierra Leone Refugee All Stars.”


     2. Read the online article “Rene Theophile Hyachinthe Laennac (1781-1826): The Man Behind the Stethoscope” – Ariel Roguin http://www.clinmedres.org/cgi/content/full/4/3/230
3. More sources and readings:

Wayfarer's Journey-
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1008062/plotsummary
https://www.aptv.org/Schedule/showinfo.asp?ID=119560&NOLA1=WAYJ
Questions for reading: What is the role of listening in the practice of medicine?  How might listening carefully to music tie in to careful listening to patients? How can music serve as the expression of emotions?  How do you think that may affect the process of healing?  

Musicophilia by Oliver Sacks

NPR article (Oliver Sacks): http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=16110162 

Music of the Heart- http://polymer.bu.edu/music/ 

NPR article on music and healing for physicians- http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4167265 

Research links between music and healing-

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/05/20/health/20prof.html?ei=5124&en=cd0000367611eadf&ex=1368936000&adxnnl=1&partner=facebook&exprod=facebook&adxnnlx=1211393460-bZERVJ+uHTBAd5n+PbYvQg
 
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/98607.php

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/04/22/health/22stro.html?_r=1&oref=slogin
 
Music and the brain- mental music-
http://www.the-scientist.com/news/display/54510/
                  2 Spend some time on the website http://www.practicalclinicalskills.com/ 

Week 4 
Discussion (Thursday, September 17, 2015): Physical differences
1. Watch the film Murderball.
2. Check these sites http://www.disabled-world.com/communication/poetry/  and http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/article/249160
Week 5

Discussion (Thursday, September 24, 2015): The essence of the Physical exam
1. Website: Please browse the through the following website prior to class:

http://medinfo.ufl.edu/other/opeta/index.html 
2. Read the book “What Patients Taught Me” – Audrey Young: Please purchase a copy of this novel. 

Week 6

Discussion  (Thursday, October 1, 2015): Breaking bad news

1. Read prior to coming to class- http://theoncologist.alphamedpress.org/content/5/4/302.full & http://www.aafp.org/afp/2001/1215/p1975.html
Week 7 

Discussion (Thursday October 8, 2015):  The Art of Visual Observation

1. Read this essay prior to class- http://journals.lww.com/academicmedicine/Fulltext/2010/10000/2010_Humanism_in_Medicine_Essay_Contest__Third.23.aspx  and be prepared to discuss and to apply the process when we visit the museum of art.

2.  “The Mismeasure of Man” – Stephen Jay Gould: please purchase a copy of this book.  Specific chapters will be assigned. 

2.Check out the following websites prior to class-

http://library.med.utah.edu/WebPath/GENERAL.html 
http://kimberlyfitzgerald.artistportfolio.net/ 

How objective is science?  Are there particular areas of science and research that might be more susceptible to hidden or misunderstood bias?  Given the examples provided by Gould, how have preconceived ideas and bias affected collection of data?  How can these issues be addressed or avoided?

Week 8 
Discussion (Thursday, October 17, 2015): Death and Dying

1. Read the short story “The Death of Ivan Ilych” by Leo Tolstoy

2. Watch the movie “The Sea Inside”: Please watch this film prior to this class discussion and be prepared to reflect on some of the themes and concepts depicted in the piece.  
3. Also watch http://video.pbs.org/video/2280706814/ to see how events can affect how a society views death.  
How do people respond to chronic illnesses- both the patient, the physician, the family?  How would you approach someone’s wish not to continue living based on their medical condition?  Why did Ivan Ilych feel so isolated?  Did his doctors and family fill his needs or understand his condition?
How does American society as a whole view death?  Do you think we try to deny death?  How might this be different from attitudes toward death in the past?
Week 9

Discussion (Thursday, October 22, 2015): Mental disabilities
1.  “One Flew Over Cuckoo’s Nest”: Please watch this film prior to this class discussion and be prepared to reflect on some of the themes and concepts depicted in the piece.  

2. “Girl, Interrupted”: Please watch this film prior to this class discussion and be prepared to reflect on some of the themes and concepts depicted in the piece.  
Week 10

Discussion (Thursday, October 29, 2015)- International health
1. “Motherland Afghanistan”: Please watch this film prior to this class discussion and be prepared to reflect on some of the themes and concepts depicted in the piece.  

How does the media portray those diagnosed with a mental illness?  How do media portrayals reflect changes and attitudes in society?  How has the development of medications to treat mental illness changed the experience?

How do resource availability and distribution impact health?  What are some solutions to increasing health in areas with limited resources? How does culture and attitudes toward health affect women’s health?  

Week 11

Discussion (Thursday, November 5, 2015): Communication challenges, the difficult patient, overcoming negative reactions and seeing the person!

2. Anatole Broyard piece (will hand out)

Week 12

(Thursday, November 12, 2015): Illness and Stigma: the history of HIV/AIDS
1. Please watch the movies “Yesterday,” and “And the Band Played On.” Please watch these films prior to this class discussion and be prepared to reflect on some of the themes and concepts depicted in the piece.  

2. Please review the following website prior to the discussion: 

http://theater2.nytimes.com/mem/theater/treview.html?res=9F0CE5DE153FF932A15752C1A965958260.

How does stigma and misunderstanding change the experience of illness?  Serve to affect the spread of disease?

Week 13

Discussion (Thursday, November 19, 2015): Bias, Health care disparities and cultural competence

3. Please watch the films “Something the Lord Made” and “Miss Evers Boys” prior to class.

Do all people have equal access to health care?  Is health a privilege or a right?  Does/has access and overall health improve with changes in discriminatory practices?

Week 14

Discussion (Thursday, December 3, 2015): Media and Medicine Term Project 
1.  Be prepared to present your project in class.

Required Out-Of-Class Activities  

Harrell Center

The Harrell Center is an educational facility where medical students practice their interview skills using “standardized” patients- people who act out roles and respond to questioning about their conditions.  We will require students to attend a session (scheduled over the course of the semester) and to record a sample interview.

Equal Access Clinic

The Equal Access Clinic is a weekly student-run clinic which provides free health care and other services to less fortunate people in the Gainesville community. The clinic is open every Thursday evening from 6:00 – 9:00 pm. During the course, each student will get the opportunity to volunteer at the clinic twice. Your role at clinic will be to shadow medical students as they interview and exam patients. On the first day of class each student will sign up to volunteer. Dress to clinic is professional. 
Alcoholic Anonymous Meetings 

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism. We will post information on AA meetings in Gainesville and set up groups to attend Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings around the city. A listing of all meeting can be accessed at: http://www.northcentralflaa.org/wandw.html. During the class discussion the week prior, students will sign up to attend a meeting. You can access the North Central Florida Intergroup of AA website at: http://northcentralflaa.org/. 
Harn Museum of Art Museum Nights

The Harn Museum of Art has special Museum Nights events when it is open until late on Thursday evening.  We will attend the session on Thursday, October 9. 

Recommended: Other Events

Students are encouraged to attend artistic and cultural events around the city of Gainesville. Outside of Equal Access Clinic and Alcoholic Anonymous Meetings, students should attend two other events at their discretion.   Below are links to the Hippodrome State Theater and the Philips Center websites to help you select interesting events. 

Hippodrome State Theater: http://thehipp.org/ 

Philips Center: http://performingarts.ufl.edu/ 

Students are also encouraged to visit the Robb House and Medical Museum in downtown Gainesville. 

Course Evaluation

This is a two-credit course that will be graded based on participation in class discussions and out-of-class activities, and completion of weekly reflection pieces, and a term project on the media and medicine. 

1. Class Participation/Course Attendance (20%): It is expected that each student attend each class discussion. If a schedule conflict arises, the course director should be notified two weeks prior, and proper arrangements should be made to make-up any missed assignments. Students are required to attend the out-of-class activities throughout the course. In addition, each student is required to review the discussion material prior to each session and should be prepared to offer their insight and reflections during the discussion. Evaluation of this section of class will be based on participation during class activities, including participation in the Standardized Patient interview. 

2. On-Line Portfolio (50%): Each student will have an online portfolio, which will consist of three items: journal, reading/listening/observing log, and a self-assessment. Each item is described below:

a. Reflections Journal (30%): Each week, each student is to submit at least one journal entry reflecting on the activities and material discussed that week and mentioning/discussing the readings and movies used in class. Students must also submit one journal entry for each out-of-class activity. Students are definitely encouraged to submit more then one journal entry per week. Evaluation will be based on timely completion, completeness, and thoughtfulness of reflections- these reflections are meant to focus on what the student learned from the material and discussion and how that material has affected the understanding of health, health care and the practice of medicine. 

b. Reading reflections (10%) Students will be expected to submit two pieces discussing in greater depth readings or movies that they found particularly significant.

c. Self-Assessment (10%): At the half-way point in the course and again at the end of the course, student will be required to complete a thoughtful assessment of their progress in the course, skills they have attained, and areas of strengths and weakness. Evaluation will be based on completeness. 

Please submit writing via the course website.
3. Media and Medicine Project (30%): By the end of the course, each student will put together a Media and Medicine Project which they will present to the class during the last class period. Evaluation will be based on thoughtfulness of reflections, thorough research, clear presentation of the material and overall completeness of project.
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